 

Pinchas (Numbers 25:10 - 30:1)
torah portion                            
Pinchas, Aaron’s grandson, acted zealously in last week's portion to stop a public display of immorality. He is rewarded, in this portion, by being made a Cohen.

God commands Moses to attack the Midianites in retribution for their successful attempt to seduce the Jewish people to idol worship. The division of the land of Israel amongst the Tribes is discussed. Four sisters come forward to petition Moses regarding their right of inheritance. They believe that Moses has made a mistake and  Moses asks God, who answers in their favour. An amazing concept in Jewish thinking - a few young girls can know the law better than Moses, the lawgiver himself! Nobody is infallible and nobody has a monopoly on understanding truth.

Moses is instructed to climb Mt. Nebo to look at the land into which he may not enter, then to appoint Joshua as the leader of the Jewish people in his stead. The portion concludes with a detailed explanation of the sacrifices relevant to each festival. 

davar torah

When Moses was told to ascend Mt Nebo and view the land of Israel, he did so with great joy. One might have expected this to have been difficult for Moses – look but don’t touch. It was not. Even though he could not fulfil his greatest ambition of leading the Jewish People into the Promised Land, he was grateful for whatever relationship with the land he was offered. 

By accepting God’s decree, Moses was able to take pleasure in his experience of the land even though it was not exactly the way he wanted it to be.

Acceptance is a commodity that is not always easy to come by. So often, people will fight against and be resentful of that which they cannot change, thus unwittingly becoming the architects of their own misery.

Many years ago I met a young man who I’ll call Mike. He had everything a young man in a secular world could want. He was good looking, intelligent, athletic, popular. Then one night he got drunk and dived into an empty swimming pool. He became paralysed from the waist down. I didn’t know him before his accident, but afterwards he was fighting the world. He responded to his new circumstances with anger and resentment. His life was now behind him and, as far as he could see, the future only held misery and pain. 

This week, amongst the injured soldiers we brought over, was a young man called Guy. He also had everything that a young man would want – tall, handsome, intelligent, popular. And then his jeep hit a roadside bomb in the West Bank and he lost both of his legs. The contrast with Mike could not be more stark. Guy accepted his new circumstances immediately. He decided he was going to walk again on prosthetic legs. He decided he was going to be happy. He decided that life was still in front of him and it would be what he would make of it. Today he walks normally, swims for Israel in their disabled team, counsels other injured soldiers and helps them come to terms with their injuries and next month he is marrying his childhood sweetheart. He is one of the happiest and most positive people you will meet. 

We cannot choose our circumstances in life. But we can always choose our response to them. A person who rejects life’s circumstances, resenting the hand of cards he is dealt, will find himself in a dark and lonely world of his own making. Someone, however, like Moses, or like Guy, who accepts whatever comes his way, will make the most of life and live it to the fullest.  

