Korach (Numbers 16 – 18:32)
torah portion

This week’s portion is about the argument that Korach, Moses’ cousin, deliberately picked with Moses and Aaron. The whole thing was a pretext for an attack on Moses and potential coup d’état, which ended up failing miserably when Korach and his followers were swallowed up by an earthquake – a pretty effective way of ending a dispute, but not one to try at home. 

davar torah
Korach was the wealthiest man in the Jewish nation. There was a lot of competition for that position then, as there is now. But Korach’s wealth contributed to his demise. It made him haughty and overly confident. Ultimately, it led him to a very untimely and an even more very unpleasant end. 

The Rabbis tell us that wealth is given to a person for one of three reasons: to reward him, to punish him or to test him. Korach’s wealth was to test him; unfortunately, he failed. But let’s take a look at all three possibilities. 

Firstly, God might bless a holy and righteous man with wealth because He knows that this man will only use his wealth for good. It is not a test, merely an opportunity for him to do more good than he is already doing. This is wealth as a reward.

Wealth as a punishment is when God takes an immoral and unscrupulous man and gives him wealth. It is impossible that this person has not done something good during the course of his life, however minimal. If given the choice of reward for his good deeds in this world or the next, he would without doubt choose to be rewarded in this world. And so God leads him in the way he wants to go by rewarding him with that which he will appreciate: material blessing, instead of that which he will not: spiritual blessing. This is looked upon as a punishment because he is giving up eternal pleasure for pleasure that will end with his death. It’s great while he’s around, but once he’s gone, only the worms will appreciate him.

And finally, a test. God will often give an average person money as a test. What will he do with that money? Will he feel arrogant at his great achievement, or will he feel gratitude for God’s blessing? Will he believe the praise of his admirers, or will he realise they are only after his cash? Will he hoard his money believing it will secure his future, or will he look beyond his money to where his security truly lies? Will he allow the excesses of materialism to seduce him, or will he live with moderation and humility as his best friends? And, of course, will he use what he has in pursuit of his own desires, or will he use his money as a means to helping others and creating a better world?

Money brings with it so, so many choices. For a righteous man or an evil man, the money will be a means of furthering choices that have already been made. But for the average man – most likely you and me – it would be simply a test of character. Money can buy much in the material world – but it can buy so much more in the spiritual world for the man who is able to overcome its many challenges and use his wealth as a means to Godliness and holiness.

 

