Behaalosecha (Numbers 8 - 12)
As I say below, this is the Torah portion of complaining. It’s a human trait that we just love to criticize and complain. People have a lot to say about Moses in this portion. Why must we always search for and attach ourselves to the bad? 

torah portion                                   

This week's portion talks about the mystical powers of the Ark to disperse and destroy the enemies of the Jewish people. The Talmud tells us that this Ark was hidden by King Josiah before the Babylonian exile and has never been seen since. The myriad caves and tunnels under the Dome of the Rock would be the place to find it. If you fancy starting World War III, then why not try and take a look?

The rest of the portion is a lot of complaining – the Jewish people complain about the manna, about the lack of meat, about lack of water and when they have nothing to complain about – they complain about nothing in particular. Yes, Jews complaining is not a new phenomenon, I’m afraid.

davar torah

We see an extraordinary episode near the end of this week’s extraordinary portion. 

Two of the seventy elders, Eldad and Meidad, are suddenly inspired with prophecy and begin to prophesy in the middle of the camp. Prophecy is a magnetic medium and crowds gather to hear them.

Joshua runs to Moses and relates what’s happening saying that Moses must stop them as they are undermining his authority. And Moses answers in the way that only Moses can. ‘Would that the entire nation was inspired with such prophecy,’ is his incredibly unassuming response. 

Moses understands, as few leaders do, that not only is the success of the nation his own success, but that the success of every individual within that nation is also his own success. A true leader cannot possibly be jealous. For a true leader is interested only in the success of those he leads. Jealousy contradicts leadership.  

A leader who desires power will be jealous if others threaten that power. A leader who has the interests of his people at heart will not be afraid of others aspiring to greatness alongside him. A good leader will encourage and nurture the success of those who are close to him – even if it might mean their surpassing him one day. A self-interested leader, on the other hand, will quash the aspirations of those who rise too high. 

The same is true for us as individuals. When those around us succeed in positive ways, our world is a better place. When they are happy, our world is a happier place. Like Moses, far from feeling threatened by the success of those around us, we should feel elated by it. It can only improve our lives.

Moses, most humble of all men, is overjoyed to hear that there are other Jewish prophets. His nation is growing spiritually and individuals are rising to levels of enlightenment. As a leader of the nation, what more could he ask for? Would, also, that people around us would thrive and achieve. Their success will be our success as well.

